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MEDIA RELEASE
Thursday, 14 February 2008
FLOOD FUNDING/ LOCAL CONTROL OF 

WATER AND PLANNING CRUCIAL
North Coast councils are calling on the Federal Government to maintain funding to help their communities manage floods.
At a meeting of the A Division of councils in Bellingen this morning, mayors and councillors expressed grave concern that the Federal Government plans to scrap flood mitigation funding when the current round runs out at the end of June.
“The Federal Government is reviewing flood mitigation funding as we speak, and there’s concern amongst these coastal councils that they plan to pull the plug on it,” President of the Shires Association of NSW, Cr Miller said.

“Floods have severe financial, social and environmental impacts on these communities – for example by damaging crops and infrastructure and environment.”
A motion by Mayor of Kempsey Council Cr Betty Green calling for funding to be maintained was unanimously supported.
“Mitigation funding is crucial to help councils minimise the impacts of flooding on their communities, and is used for projects to maintain levy banks and repair flood gates for example,” Cr Green said. 
“We’re calling on the Federal Government to ensure this funding is maintained at real levels so that communities like ours can stay afloat.”

Other issues raised at the meeting included the importance of support for sea change communities dealing with increased demands on services and facilities due to growth, and the State Government’s review of local water utilities and proposed cuts to the amount of funds councils get to build parks and child care centres.

“While visiting councils around the state during these tours two themes have been consistent – councils are really concerned about State Government moves to reduce councils’ role in planning and the management of water and sewerage.
“There are many benefits of local control and severe implications for communities if that control is removed, and I have assured councils I will reiterate these to the State Government.”

The meeting was attended by the Minister for Local Government, Paul Lynch, who spoke of the Government’s commitment to helping councils manage their assets. 

Cr Miller will continue the tours tomorrow with a meeting of D Division in Scone.  All media welcome to attend.
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