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FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES

MEDIA RELEASE 
Making Communities Safer in Times of Floods

There was strong criticism of government inaction on flooding at the annual conference of the Floodplain Management Authorities of NSW held at Wollongong from 26th to 29th February.
At the conference a book was launched by Cr Allan Ezzy, the chairman of the FMA. Written by Chas Keys,”Making Communities Safer in Times of Flood” details the struggle of communities in NSW to live more safely in times of flood.

Dr Keys said that it was noticeable that government support for flood mitigation endeavours was diminishing steadily. Federal and state funding for mitigation works and other floodplain management programmes is now less than half what it was in the mid-1990s, he said. Moreover the state government’s support for its own floodplain management unit, the principal repository of flood expertise in the state, had waned and staffing levels are well down on what they used to be. The unit’s viability is now in question, which means that local councils are at risk of losing support in their efforts to mitigate the effects of flooding. 

“In recent months we have had several floods in NSW”, said Dr Keys. There were the events at Newcastle, the central coast and the Hunter in June last year, then the wide area rural floods of the north-west in December and then the floods of the far north coast in January. The flood threat is back with us after years of drought, and the climate change specialists are saying that flooding will get worse in future decades. This is no time to withdraw support from programmes to buy people out of flood prone locations or to raise people’s houses above the levels which floods usually reach.”

“Floods are a continuing fact of life in NSW,” Dr Keys said. They are expensive but the costs can be mitigated with sound floodplain management. We still need to invest in keeping people safe and protecting their property from this most costly of natures hazards.
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