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FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES

MEDIA RELEASE
FLOOD MITIGATION
BEGINS BEFORE THE FLOOD
Your House Should Not be Wet unless you were told.
Cr Allan Ezzy, Chairman of the Floodplain Management Authorities has called upon all governments to support Flood Mitigation.

Cr Ezzy said that there is no excuse for any residential development built in the last 20 years not to provide a 1 in 100 year or better protection. Cr Ezzy said that the NSW Floodplain Development Manual and its predecessors had adopted requirements that if followed would provide at least that level of protection plus 500mm of freeboard. Communities must be told by Governments of their exposure to flooding and Governments must mitigate that exposure.
Councillor Ezzy went on to say that already higher standards are required for key infrastructure and for Emergency Management considerations. For example, it is not sensible to allow “islands” of development to occur which would require mass evacuation after they were cut off by floods greater than the 1 in 100 years and where there “island” would become submerged in those rarer events; key infrastructure such as hospitals must be sited and protected so that they can function despite the flood. 

Cr Ezzy called on the State Governments to make it compulsory for Councils to advise residents if their property is or is likely to be affected by flooding and to hold Maps showing flood affected property.
Cr Ezzy said that the FMA had for several years campaigned for it to be compulsory for flooding to be treated the same way as bushfire with respect to 149 Certificates.
“Councillor Ezzy said that these are some of the ways the community would have knowledge of what areas were likely to be affected by flooding and everyone could make informed decisions; it would assist the individual homebuyer, and assist people to evaluate the level of “risk” they wished to take.
“The cost of floods can be mitigated. Mitigation starts with good policy and good land use planning. Mitigation is part of Floodplain Management. Short term pressures for the inappropriate development of our floodplains, whether by urban encroachment or by rural exploitation must be resisted” Cr Ezzy said.
The FMA has previously called on the Federal Government for improvements to the commonwealth’s flood mitigation program by

· renewing a specific Commonwealth Flood Mitigation Program to be funded on a cost sharing basis between the Commonwealth:State:Local Governments generally in accordance with the FMA’s Variable Funding Ratios proposal, or alternatively, on a 2 Commonwealth to 2 State to 1 Local Government basis ; and

· an immediate increase in Commonwealth flood mitigation funding to a minimum funding level of $30 million per year for the next decade together with a commitment that Commonwealth funding will be increased to a level of funding that would enable all known projects to be funded within a decade; and

· maintaining funding levels in real terms for the next decade; and 

· the Commonwealth becoming solely responsible for Flash Flood Warning Systems.

“There has been an identifiable Commonwealth flood mitigation program since 1963. Funding for Flood Mitigation and the Natural Disaster Mitigation Program ceases in June 2008.= The FMA has requested the  Federal Government to recommit to Flood Mitigation and the Natural Disaster Mitigation Program funding which cease in June 2008.

No commitment has been forthcoming; “wait until the budget 
comes out”.
The FMA calls on the Federal Government to announce its intentions with respect to Flood Mitigation funding,

For every $1 spent on flood mitigation the federal governments own research shows a return of $2.10. 

“Do we continue to hand out money for all sorts of things when people in our communities are being subjected to avoidable tragedy and trauma?” Cr Ezzy then went on to say “Will it take another disaster such as the  Hunter Valley floods in the 1950’s, to reawaken our political leaders  and jolt them into action?

Flooding can largely be mitigated, it requires actions and persistence before the natural disaster event and a mindset to SOLVE problem rather than rely on quick fix reaction and a handout of money to attempt to ameliorate the damage after the event”.
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