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FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES

MEDIA RELEASE
NATURAL DISASTERS:
MITIGATION, COMPENSATION & INSURANCE
Cr Allan Ezzy, Chairman of the Floodplain Management Authorities has called upon the Prime Minister and Attorney General to immediately declare the Commonwealth’s intention with respect to funding for Natural Disaster Mitigation Natural Disasters Management Program and for the NSW Premier to reinstate the $4million for 4 years Floodplain Management funding.
Cr Ezzy called on the State and Federal Governments to act to protect Australian communities from future disasters.
“There appears to be a mindset in our leaders that it is easier to “hand out money” AFTER the natural disaster than to fund lesser amounts to MITIGATE the effects of the disaster BEFORE it happens. “ 

Cr Ezzy went on to say that Government Policy at State and Commonwealth levels must support natural disaster mitigation. In boom times with increasing urbanisation and high tech farming, there has been a tendency to want to maximise development. Natural disasters such as Flooding and Bushfires can be mitigated if funds are made available.”

One of the problems which our communities face is that Mitigation will restrict inappropriate development.

Another problem is that Natural Disasters attract media attention like flies to honey pot and great “media opportunities” as people rightly call on the wider community for help and giving our politicians the opportunity to be seen to “respond” to these calls. Unfortunately when Mitigation is successful there is often little damage and no media opportunities. Mitigation successes do not generate “publicity” and unfortunately because it is successful, good “mitigation policy” can be abandoned as being “no longer relevant”.

Cr Ezzy said that Flooding is a case in point; a natural disaster that was acknowledged as being able to be mitigated as long ago as when Governor Macquarie issued orders against inappropriate development. The continuation of a “compensation” mentality where Governments “hand out funds” each time that there is a natural disaster is not the long term solution to the problem. “Rather than fiddling with the problem, Governments need to adopt and fund mitigation to resolve the problem.” 
Cr Ezzy said that Governments appear to be more willing to adopt a “compensation” based policy and are quite willing to ignore projects which offer positive cost/benefits rather than fund mitigation of natural disasters.
Cr Ezzy said that on the other hand, some people in Governments thought that “insurance” was all that was needed for flood mitigation. Unfortunately, insurance will never be the solution. There are several reasons for this. Questions which need addressing would include such things as whether all property owners should be required to hold “natural disaster” insurance (for example property owners currently choose whether they take out fire insurance or not), whether there would be a “sliding scale” of premiums related to risk of exposure, etc 
There has been identifiable funding by the Commonwealth for Flood Mitigation since 1963. There was a “stand alone” program until 2005 when the Commonwealth’s Flood Mitigation program was “rolled” into the Natural Disaster Mitigation Program (NDMP). The Commonwealth’s Bushfire Mitigation Funding however was maintained as a separate program (to NDMP) in 2007 and had had its funding cycle extended and enhanced.

As Flooding returns as Australia emerges from a decade of drought, Cr Ezzy called upon both State and Commonwealth Governments to get serious about maintaining support for natural disaster mitigation at policy and funding levels.

Cr Ezzy called on the NSW Premier and NSW State Government to 
· reinstate the $4 million for 4 years additional funding for Floodplain Management which was withdrawn at the end of the 2007/08 financial year;
· recommit to the principles of Flood Risk Management contained in the NSW “Floodplain Development Manual”

Cr Ezzy called upon the Prime Minister and Commonwealth Government to 
· announce a commitment to the retention of a Natural Disaster Mitigation Program 
· announce the reinstatement and separate funding of a “stand alone” Commonwealth Flood Mitigation Program

 “On behalf of its Members and their communities, some of who have suffered in recent flooding, the FMA calls on State and Commonwealth Governments to support sound, holistic flood management principles, to adequately fund flood mitigation and to resist short term solutions”. 
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