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FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES

MEDIA RELEASE
FLOODING:
WHERE IS THE COMMONWEALTH’S 

FLOOD MITIGATION FUNDING??? 
Cr Allan Ezzy, Chairman of the Floodplain Management Authorities has called upon the Prime Minister and Attorney General to immediately declare the Commonwealth’s intention with respect to the Commonwealth’s Flood Mitigation Funding and the Natural Disasters Management Program.

Cr Ezzy called on the State and Federal Governments to act to protect Australian communities from future disaster.
“Flooding has caused more damage and been responsible for the greatest loss of life of all natural disasters in our recorded history.  Flooding is a problem which requires a proactive, multi disciplinary, whole of government approach to ensure that optimal solutions are found and implemented. Of all the natural disasters which face our communities, flooding can largely be managed.”
Cr Ezzy said that it was essential that a holistic approach to land development be adopted.  “Appropriate flood risk management includes all elements of environmental, social, economic, infrastructure, emergency planning and recovery”.

Cr Ezzy said “that in a decade of drought it has been difficult to get governments to focus on flooding.  The recent events in NSW and Qld together with last year’s flooding in Vic and the Hunter Valley (NSW) are a “wake up” call. These events tell us that flooding is back”.
From 1963 to 2008 there has been Commonwealth funding of Flood Mitigation. In 2005 the Commonwealth abandoned the “stand alone” and specific Regional Flood Mitigation Program (RFMP) and “rolled” flood mitigation funding into the Natural Disaster Mitigation Program (NDMP) [It is of note that in 2007, the Commonwealth retained the stand alone and specific Bushfire Mitigation Program (BMP) and substantially increased funding of this Program at the end of its funding cycle]

Council members of the FMA are concerned that it appears that the Commonwealth is now withdrawing from FLOOD MITIGATION funding as: 
1. The Commonwealth has not announced any commitment to a continuation of funding of the NDMP in 2008/08 and beyond.

2. The Commonwealth has not announced any joint Flood Mitigation Program for 2008/09 and beyond

3. There are partially completed “on going” projects jointly funded under the NDMP (and RFMP?) 

4. Essential flood mitigation projects will be left incomplete.

5. Given the lateness of “offers” of funding in 2007/08, if there is no “carry over” of funding into 2008/09, some Councils may be forced to fully fund projects partially completed.

“On behalf of its Members and all communities who have suffered flooding, the FMA calls on the Commonwealth Governments to support sound, holistic flood management principles, to adequately fund flood mitigation
Cr Ezzy said “Flooding, if not properly managed, causes unnecessary damage, cost to the community and individuals in terms of economic loss, emotional trauma, social dislocation and loss of life.  The adverse effects of flooding can largely be managed and mitigated if we have the mindset to do so and governments provide the necessary funds.
The FMA calls on the Commonwealth Government to “Find the Flood Mitigation Funding”
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